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ALL AGES 
 
Environmental Education Grants from EPA 
How to apply: http://www.epa.gov/enviroed/grants_apply.html  
 
The Grants Program sponsored by EPA's Environmental Education Division (EED), 
Office of Children's Health Protection and Environmental Education, supports 
environmental education projects that enhance the public's awareness, knowledge, 
and skills to help people make informed decisions that affect environmental quality. 
EPA awards grants each year based on funding appropriated by Congress. Annual 
funding for the program ranges between $2 and $3 million. Most grants will be in the 
$15,000 to $25,000 range. 
 
 
Lake Education Assistance Program (LEAP) 
http://www.epa.state.il.us/water/conservation -2000/leap.html 

 
For Illinois water, lake and watershed education educational field trips and activities. 
Also for seminars and workshops. ($500 maximum) 
 
 
Build an Outdoor Classroom at your School Grants 
http://www.Lowes.com/outdoorclassroom  
 
Lowe’s Charitable and Educational Foundation, International Paper, and National 
Geographic Explorer! classroom magazine outdoor classroom grant program to help 
schools improve their science curriculum by engaging students in hands-on 
experiences outside the traditional classroom. Grants up to $2,000 will be awarded to 
at least 100 schools and grants for up to $20,000 may be awarded to schools or 
school districts with major outdoor classroom projects. Proposals are reviewed three 
times a year. 
 
 
Youth Garden Grants 
http://www.kidsgardening.com/grants.asp  
 
National Gardening Association awards grants to 400 schools, neighborhood groups, 
community centers, camps, clubs, treatment facilities & multigenerational settings 
throughout the U.S. Each grant consists of tools, seeds, & garden products valued at 
an average of $750.  
 
 
Youth Service America Grants 
http://ysa.org/AwardsGrants/tabid/58/Default.aspx  
 
Youth Service America and Capital One are offering grants of up to $500 to support 
youth-led service learning projects in low/moderate income communities. Applicants 
must be located in the metro Washington, DC area. 
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President’s Environmental Youth Awards (PEYA) 
http://epa.gov/enviroed/peya/index.html  
 
The annual PEYA program honors a wide variety of environmental projects developed 
by young individuals to promote environmental awareness and encourage positive 
community involvement. 
 
 
Healthy Sprouts Awards Program 
http://www.kidsgardening.com/healthysprouts.asp  
 
The National Gardening Association Healthy Sprouts Awards Program encourages the 
growth of health-focused youth garden programs. Sponsored by Gardener's Supply 
Company, the awards support school and youth garden programs that teach about 
nutrition and the issue of hunger in the United States. Schools or organizations 
applying must plan to garden in 2010 with at least 15 children (ages 3-18).  
 
 
Captain Planet Foundation Grants 
http://captainplanetfoundation.org/default.aspx?pid=3&tab=apply  
 
The Captain Planet Foundation is accepting applications for funding projects that help 
students better grasp environmental issues. Projects must promote understanding of 
environmental issues, focus on hands-on activities, involve students ages 6 to 18, 
promote interaction and cooperation within a group, help young people develop 
planning and problem-solving skills, include adult supervision, and commit to follow-up 
communication with the Foundation.  
 
 
Apprentice Ecologist Initiative 
http://www.wildernessproject.org/volunteer_apprentice_ecologist.php  
 
The goal of the Apprentice Ecologist Initiative™ is to elevate young people (including 
disadvantaged and at-risk youth) into leadership roles by engaging them in 
environmental stewardship projects. A $500 scholarship will be awarded annually to 
the author of the top Apprentice Ecologist essay. 
 

 
NEA Learning & Leadership and Student Achievement Grants 
http://www.neafoundation.org/grants.htm   
 
The Learning & Leadership Grants provide opportunities for educators to engage in 
high-quality professional development. The grant amount is $2,000 for individuals and 
$5,000 for groups engaged in collegial study.  
 
The Student Achievement Grants provide grants of $5,000 to help students improve 
academic achievement by engaging in critical thinking and problem solving that 
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deepen knowledge of standards-based subject matter. 
 
 
Student Essay Contest to Win a Hybrid Schoolbus 
http://www.americasgreenestschool.com/  
 
IC Bus, based in Warrenville, IL, is offering a free hybrid school bus to the winning 
school in a student essay contest on “green” practices at the student’s school. In 
addition, the winning student will receive a $5,000 scholarship and the faculty sponsor 
gets $3,000 for educational materials. 
 
 
Nominate a Young Environmental Hero for a $2500 Barron Prize! 
http://www.barronprize.org/  
 
The Gloria Barron Prize for Young Heroes seeks nominations for its 2009 awards. The 
Barron Prize honors young people (ages 8-18) who have made a significant positive 
difference to people and our planet. Each year, 10 national winners each receive 
$2,500 to support their service work or higher education. Half of each year’s winners 
are chosen for their work to protect the environment.  
 
 
Siemens We Can Change the World Competition  
http://www.wecanchangetheworldchallenge.com/  
 
NSTA, the Siemens Foundation, and Discovery Communications are launching a new 
sustainability education competition for middle school students to develop innovative 
green solutions for their schools, homes, and communities. This national middle school 
competition will involve a team of students identifying, researching, and recommending 
a solution to an environmental problem in their community. The competition will 
expand to kindergarten and elementary students in 2009 and to high school students 
in 2010. 
 
 
Students’ Igniting Creative Energy Competition 
http://www.johnsoncontrols.co. jp/publish/us/en/products/building_efficiency/solutions_for_your/k -
12/igniting_creative.html  
 
Students (K-12) across North America are invited to submit their creative energy 
projects to this competition, developed and funded by Johnson Controls and the 
National Energy Foundation. Entries demonstrating what can be done by individuals or 
groups to conserve energy in their homes, schools, or communities, may be submitted 
in any one of many creative formats. Service projects are also accepted. See Web site 
for more information. 
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ELEMENTARY 
 
Volvo Adventure Awards 
http://www.volvoadventure.org  
 
In collaboration with the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), the Volvo 
Adventure Award rewards young people creating their own environmental projects. 
There are two competitions for the 2009 awards. The Adventure Award is for youth, 
ages 13-16, working in groups of two to five, that are actively involved in devising and 
managing the project. The second competition is the Great Big Bob the Bunny Cartoon 
contest for youth under the age of 13, to create a cartoon picture using Bob the bunny. 
 
 
MIDDLE SCHOOL 
 
John Muir Youth Award 
http://www.sierraclub.org/JOHN_MUIR_EXHIBIT/frameindex.html?http://www.sierraclub.org/JOHN_MUI
R_EXHIBIT/educational_resources/short_youth_award.html 
 
An award recognizing achievement for individuals or teams working on conservation 
projects. 
 
 
Young Naturalist Awards 
http://www.amnh.org/nationalcenter/youngnaturalistawards/  
 
The American Museum of Natural History's Young Naturalist Awards program is a 
science-based competition inviting students (grades 7-12) to plan and conduct their 
own scientific investigations. The project will include questions, hypotheses, and trips 
into the field to gather data. Students will then write about their investigations in essays 
that include artwork and/or photographs that help illustrate their findings. Teachers can 
use this program to incorporate science curriculum into their classroom. Learn more by 
visiting the Web site. 
 
 
Write On! Wetlands Challenge 
http://www.wetland.org/education_writeon.htm   
 
Environmental Concern is kicking off their fifth annual Write On! Wetlands Challenge. 
Part one, open to all students in grades 6-8, challenges the students to write a 
children’s book with a wetlands theme. The winning entry will be illustrated by students 
in grades k-5 and published by Environmental Concern. This year’s theme, The Case of 
the Wetland Mysteries, comes with a twist… all the entries must be written as a 
mystery story.  
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International Young Eco-Hero Awards 
http://www.actionfornature.org/  

 
Action For Nature's International Young Eco-Hero Awards will be offered again this 
year to recognize significant and ongoing individual environmental accomplishment in 
the 8 to 16 year age range. Visit the Web site to read about the outstanding winners of 
the 2008 awards, download the application form, and view the guidelines. 
 
 
Volvo Adventure Awards 
http://www.volvoadventure.org  
 
In collaboration with the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), the Volvo 
Adventure Award rewards young people creating their own environmental projects. 
There are two competitions for the 2009 awards. The Adventure Award is for youth, 
ages 13-16, working in groups of two to five, that are actively involved in devising and 
managing the project. The second competition is the Great Big Bob the Bunny Cartoon 
contest for youth under the age of 13, to create a cartoon picture using Bob the bunny. 
 
 
HIGH SCHOOL 
 
John Muir Youth Award 
http://www.sierraclub.org/JOHN_MUIR_EXHIBIT/frameindex.html?http://www.sierraclub.org/JOHN_MUI
R_EXHIBIT/educational_resources/short_youth_award.html 
 
An award recognizing achievement for individuals or teams working on conservation 
projects. 
 
 
Volvo Adventure Awards 
http://www.volvoadventure.org  
 
In collaboration with the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP), the Volvo 
Adventure Award rewards young people creating their own environmental projects. 
There are two competitions for the 2009 awards. The Adventure Award is for youth, 
ages 13-16, working in groups of two to five, that are actively involved in devising and 
managing the project. The second competition is the Great Big Bob the Bunny Cartoon 
contest for youth under the age of 13, to create a cartoon picture using Bob the bunny. 
 
 
Thacher Scholars Award 
www.strategies.org/ThacherScholars/  
 
The Institute for Global Environmental Strategies Thacher Scholars Award will be given 
to students, (grades 9-12) demonstrating the best use of geospatial tools or data to 
study a problem related to Earth's environment. Cash prizes will be awarded to the 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd place students and gift cards will be awarded to their teachers. 
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Young Naturalist Awards 
http://www.amnh.org/nationalcenter/youngnaturalistawards/  
 
The American Museum of Natural History's Young Naturalist Awards program is a 
science-based competition inviting students (grades 7-12) to plan and conduct their 
own scientific investigations. The project will include questions, hypotheses, and trips 
into the field to gather data. Students will then write about their investigations in essays 
that include artwork and/or photographs that help illustrate their findings. Teachers can 
use this program to incorporate science curriculum into their classroom. Learn more by 
visiting the Web site. 
 
 
International Young Eco-Hero Awards 
http://www.actionfornature.org/  
 
Action For Nature's International Young Eco-Hero Awards will be offered again this 
year to recognize significant and ongoing individual environmental accomplishment in 
the 8 to 16 year age range. Visit the Web site to read about the outstanding winners of 
the 2008 awards, download the application form, and view the guidelines. 
 
 
Virtual Team Challenge 
http://www.virtualteamchallenge.com  
 
Virtual Team Challenge is a “Virtual World” 3D simulation-based learning curriculum 
offered at no cost to high school teachers and students for Fall 2009. The program 
meets National Standards for Environmental Science and Business Education and is 
supported by lesson plans that incorporate the game's missions. 10,000 students 
participated last year, collaborating to manage the clean-up of an Oil Spill in the New 
City and win prizes for themselves, their schools, and the United Way. 
 
 
Elks National Foundation: Most Valuable Student Scholarship 
http://www.elks.org/enf/scholars/mvs.cfm  
 
The Elks National Foundation will award 500 four-year scholarships to the highest-
rated boys and girls in the competition. Applicants must be U.S. citizens and will be 
judged on financial need, leadership, and scholarship. Applications available online. 
 
 
Brower Youth Awards 
http://www.broweryouthawards.org  
 
Brower Youth Awards seeks outstanding youth leaders, ages 13-22, with the power 
and bold vision to create environmental change. Each year, the Brower Youth Awards 
honors six young people with a $3000 cash award and week-long trip to the San 
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Francisco Bay Area. Award recipients will participate that week in media and public 
outreach and be recognized at an awards ceremony attended by 900 members of the 
public. 
 
 
COLLEGE 
 
Brower Youth Awards 
http://www.broweryouthawards.org  
 
Brower Youth Awards seeks outstanding youth leaders, ages 13-22, with the power 
and bold vision to create environmental change. Each year, the Brower Youth Awards 
honors six young people with a $3000 cash award and week-long trip to the San 
Francisco Bay Area. Award recipients will participate that week in media and public 
outreach and be recognized at an awards ceremony attended by 900 members of the 
public. 
 
 
Wild Gift 
http://www.wildgift.org/  
 
The Wild Gift provides exceptional youth, ages 18-30, a seminal experience in deep 
wilderness and encourages their commitment to a self-designed leadership project that 
will benefit the human and natural community. The 17-month program is provided to 
Wild Gift recipients at no cost.  
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